
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 25 November 2010] 

 p9738b-9745a 
Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Mark McGowan; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Eric Ripper; Speaker 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [7.50 pm]: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker.  

In speaking to this motion I will take the usual opportunity to say a few words and to wish many people a happy 
Christmas. As is the usual practice, I will give some information for the interest of members. The Legislative 
Assembly has sat for 60 days this year, including three days of budget estimates hearings. The Legislative 
Assembly has debated more than 66 government bills this year, and more than 54 government bills have passed 
both houses. Notable legislation passed by the Legislative Assembly includes the Retail Trading Hours 
Amendment Act, which enables trading to 9.00 pm on weeknights, and the three retail trading hours special 
trading precinct acts for Midland, Joondalup and Armadale. One close to my heart is the Cannabis Law Reform 
Act, which repeals the previous Labor government’s Cannabis Control Act. Another bill that I am very proud of 
is the Road Traffic Legislation Amendment (Disqualification by Notice) Bill, which will enable the police to 
give a person who has tested positive to having a blood alcohol level in excess of .08 a notice that immediately 
disqualifies that person from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence for a period of two months. There are many 
other bills, one of which is the one we have just passed—the Prohibited Behaviour Orders Bill. We are obviously 
delighted that that has now reached a final conclusion, which will enable the government to proclaim that 
legislation. Many different bills have come before the house. I do not intend to read them all out.  

Mr C.C. Porter: That is a shame.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I know; there were so many good ones.  

Dr E. Constable: Let’s hear them.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No. I do not intend to read them all out because I know that members are pretty tired and 
that they would really like to go home.  

Mr F.A. Alban: It’s getting warm.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member is getting warm! I will not do it.  

The government has also responded to 2 396 questions on notice and more than 770 questions without notice in 
the Legislative Assembly.  

I wish to thank many people not only in this house but also throughout the whole of Parliament. I will start with 
you, Mr Speaker. I thank you for the job that you do. I certainly have noted with great interest the extreme 
leniency that you portray in the house. Indeed, I think a lot of members are certainly very grateful for that. I have 
got to say that the Speaker shows more leniency than I have ever seen before by any other Speaker.  

Dr E. Constable: Generosity of spirit.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: One of my colleagues said that it is generosity of spirit. That is probably very true.  

I also thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Mount Lawley, who has done a sterling job in the past year. I 
am certain he will continue to do so. I also thank the Acting Speakers—the members for Albany, Jandakot, 
Maylands, North West and Scarborough.  

I thank and at the same time wish a very happy Christmas to the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I 
also thank and wish a very happy Christmas to my sparring partner, the member for Rockingham. I wish him and 
his family a very happy Christmas—I truly do. I wish all members of the opposition a very happy Christmas and 
a very peaceful, safe and healthy New Year.  

I thank the Minister for Regional Development and Leader of the National Party and the members of the 
National Party, including the member for North West.  

I also thank our Independent members. I will start with my very close and good friend and colleague the member 
for Churchlands, who is the Independent Minister for Education. I also thank another good friend and colleague 
who has been a great support and who can always be relied on to add some spice to a debate—that is, of course, 
the member for Alfred Cove. I also thank and wish a very happy Christmas to the member for Kalgoorlie and the 
member for Fremantle.  

My good wishes and thanks also go to the Premier and all my ministerial colleagues—I will not mention them all 
by name. I thank them for the support they have given me as Leader of the House over the past year. I sometimes 
tear my hair out—what little I have left!—with some of the things they ask me to do, but I still wish them all a 
very happy Christmas and a very safe, healthy and peaceful New Year. I also thank and wish a happy Christmas 
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to our parliamentary secretaries—the member for Darling Range and the member for Murray–Wellington. I also 
thank and wish a merry Christmas to the government Whip, the member for South Perth, and to his assistant, 
Sylvia Norton.  

I also sincerely thank all members of the back bench. I do not like using the term “back bench” because those 
members are certainly not the “back bench” on either side of the house. Those members simply sit further back 
than the front bench. They are all very active members. Some of the hardest times we get are not always from the 
front bench opposite but very often from the back bench opposite. I do not mean to call them backbenchers 
because they are very valuable members of this Parliament. Certainly the ones on my side of the house have 
given me tremendous support throughout the year. They have been here when I have asked them to be here and 
have supported my actions as the Leader of the House. I obviously wish all members of the Liberal and National 
Parties, the Independents, and their families and friends a very happy Christmas.  

I also thank our Clerk, Peter McHugh, and the Deputy Clerk, John Mandy. Where is he? He is slacking—he has 
gone to bed! He should go to bed. It has been a very tiring day. Every year we say this to our Clerk and Deputy 
Clerk and every year we mean it, because the work they do is tremendous: every good up-front person, be they a 
minister, Leader of the Opposition or whatever, needs people behind them to support them, to make them look 
good and to do the work for them, so I thank Kirsten Robinson, Clerk Assistant (Procedure); Liz Kerr, Clerk 
Assistant (Committees); and Isla Macphail, our wonderful Sergeant-at-Arms.  

I also thank the Legislative Assembly Office and the chamber staff—John, Alice, Vanessa, Denis, Daniel, 
Hayley, Emily, Rob and Rod—for doing a tremendous job and always being there for us when we need them. I 
thank them very much indeed. I also thank Anne Day and Louise Kierath, who provide administrative support, 
and Vince La-Galia. Of course everybody knows Vince. Vince has been around for such a long time and he is a 
character. Whenever he eventually retires, he will be very sorely missed. We wish Vince a very happy Christmas 
or, in his own language, buon Natale e buon anno agni. I am sure he will appreciate that if he ever gets to read 
my remarks!  

I thank all the Legislative Assembly committee staff on the various standing and joint standing committees. I 
also thank James Sollis, Michelle Ronchi, Sarah Smith, Cherie Toovey, Michael Loney and all our Assembly 
parliamentary education presenters.  

I also thank Russell Bremner, executive manager, Parliamentary Services; Graham McDonald, building services 
manager; and Peter Pascoe, assistant manager, building services. I am sure that members know that Peter is very 
ill at the moment. We certainly send Peter our very best wishes. I have known Peter for a very long time—ever 
since I have been in this place. Peter has always been there to help and assist all members with their needs in 
their parliamentary offices. We are all very concerned about Peter’s health. We wish him a very speedy recovery 
and hope that it will not be too long before he is back at Parliament. 

I thank Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager; Mark Gabrielli, Dining Room Manager; George Webb, Head 
Chef, and all the chefs, and bar and catering services staff. Where would we be without them? They serve us up 
beautiful food and delicious beverages, and they are always there with smiling faces and nothing is ever too 
much trouble for them. We thank them all very much indeed. I also thank Dawn Timmerman, the Finance 
Manager, and her staff; Rob Hunter, the Deputy Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services Manager and 
Human Resources Manager; John Buchanan, the IT Manager and his staff; Judy Ballantyne, the Library and 
Information Services Manager, and her helpful and very friendly staff; and Belinda Corey, the Reporting 
Services Manager, and all the Hansard reporters. I thank each and every one of the reporters who turn our 
sometimes garbled words into coherent text and make us wonder whether we said those words. A big thank you 
to all our Hansard reporters. I also wish to thank and wish a happy Christmas to Neill Dorset, Acting Security 
Manager, and to all the security officers. I thank David Embry and the audiovisual operators, and our wonderful 
switchboard operators. Members need only say hello to be recognised. They know the names of, I think, every 
member in this house. I have been around a long time, but the switchboard operators know exactly who a 
member is from the moment they start talking to them. I think they are wonderful and I am talking about Cathy, 
Rosalie and Karyn. I also thank David Boag, the Head Gardener, and all the gardeners, cleaners and Parliament 
House staff who contribute to the operation of this place. 

A special mention also goes to our friends in the media gallery, who are not up there now, but who are, I think, 
in the courtyard finishing off the dregs of the alcohol left from the party they had tonight. I thank them and, if 
they bother to read Hansard, on behalf of all members of Parliament I thank them for the job that they do. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: No doubt they will reward you for the generosity of your comments! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sure they will—and pigs may fly! However, my comments are genuine; I promise 
you. Finally, Mr Speaker, I wish all members and staff, their families and loved ones a very happy and a very 
safe Christmas and New Year. 
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In closing, Mr Speaker, I will say that it is not the intention of the government to sit any more days before 
Christmas. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Hear! Hear! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: However, I believe that the upper house is sitting extra days and that is why the 
adjournment motion was moved in such a way that if there were a need we could recall the Parliament. We 
would look to come back on 7 December. However, that is a very tentative date and I do not think that we will 
need to come back on that date. 

To all members of the chamber, I wish you a very, very happy Christmas and a very healthy, safe and peaceful 
New Year. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [8.03 pm]: I join with the Leader of the House in wishing everyone the 
best for Christmas. This is one of the most pleasant afternoon–evenings of the Parliamentary year. All hostilities 
largely seem to dissolve. It is a bit like the Christmas truce of 1914—everyone starts getting on and pretty soon 
we will be kicking a soccer ball across the chamber in order to show our big spiritedness in getting on with one 
another. This is also one of the most unreported events simply because all of the journalists are out enjoying 
themselves while we, Mr Speaker, are of course in here working very hard, as we always do. 

The year has been long and arduous; every parliamentary year is long and arduous. To be frank, it is difficult to 
remember the ups and downs because, as everyone knows, these long parliamentary sitting days run together in 
our heads. People say, “What did you do this week?” and it is very difficult to remember what happened this 
week as opposed to last week because the hours are such and the range and scale of events conspire in our minds 
to create a false reality in which one cannot quite pick what happened where and when. However, I know the 
year was tough. I know it was arduous and I know a lot of people put in a lot of work and a lot of hours. A lot of 
people put a lot of effort into their parliamentary performance. As always, the vast majority of people in this 
room put in a lot of effort in their electorate on top of that. I congratulate everyone in the chamber on their 
efforts in their electorates throughout the year. 

It is of course customary to acknowledge the staff of the building and I will do that in a moment. I would like to 
acknowledge a few people in particular. Firstly, I acknowledge the former member for Armadale, Alannah 
MacTiernan, who left the chamber during the year to contest the federal election. She spent 16 or 17 years in this 
place and it would be fair to say that she was well known. I am not sure, if I were to say the name Grant, Mr 
Speaker, that everyone would know who I was talking about; but if I were to say the name Alannah, I am fairly 
confident that people would know who I was talking about. She was a well-known figure in this place who 
achieved a lot in her parliamentary career. I welcome the new member for Armadale and I hope that his 
parliamentary career is successful, fruitful and worthwhile. 

I also acknowledge the member for West Swan who had a baby earlier this year, in January or February. It is an 
unusual event for a member of the chamber to have a baby, but I acknowledge her and wish her and her baby, 
Grace, all the best. We should be proud that we have a society and a Parliament in which members of Parliament 
can have a child and continue on with their parliamentary duties and so forth. In that context, I acknowledge also 
the member for Ocean Reef, whose wife is about to have a baby. I wish the member for Ocean Reef and his wife 
all the best for the upcoming birth and all the post-birth enjoyment. If the member thinks we have late nights 
here—he will have to wait and see. You wait and see, son! You ain’t seen nothing yet! In that context, I also 
acknowledge Hon Donna Faragher in the other place and wish her all the best with her upcoming confinement 
and the birth of her first child. 

I acknowledge the member for Morley, who has been unwell during the year. He is not here tonight. He has 
come in on a few occasions recently and I hope that he recovers well from his illness. In the same context, I 
acknowledge the member for Kimberley who has also been unwell. I hope she recovers well from her illnesses. 

In terms of the staff, I wish well Marilyn David, a longstanding member of staff, who we acknowledged last year 
because she was unwell. Once again, I hope that she is recovering. I do not know if she will return to this place; I 
hope so. And I hope that she is well. 

I also acknowledge Alice, who is somewhere in the chamber. She had a car accident yesterday. I hope that she is 
recovering well from that dramatic event. She is back at work the next day, which shows the quality of Alice. I 
also acknowledge Peter Pascoe, who people will know from around the building. He has had some health 
problems as well. I wish him all the best. 

In terms of retirements, apart from the member for Armadale, I acknowledge a couple of members of the press 
gallery—doyennes of the press gallery, actually—Robert Taylor and Peter Kennedy. Both are longstanding 
political observers, watchers and reporters who are heading off to other jobs. Both have been fixtures of the 
political scene in this state. Politicians come and go, but I always thought that Peter Kennedy, a bit like this 
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building, would always be there. He is heading off to perform other roles and to enjoy his retirement. I hope that 
goes well for him. I also wish Robert Taylor the best. To all the media who reported on the events of this place, I 
hope they have a nice Christmas and come back ready to tear down the government next year. That would be 
excellent if that was to happen! 

I also want to acknowledge some of the staff who work here: to the Clerk, Peter McHugh, and the Deputy Clerk, 
Clerk Assistants, Sergeant-at-Arms and chamber staff, I say all the best. I thank all the security chaps around the 
place. They have a sort of little get-together that they call “The Baked Bean Club”, which I experienced the other 
night. There are no baked beans, Mr Speaker, but they have a get-together that I participated in. I was happy that, 
fortunately, there were no baked beans! So, I acknowledge all the staff out there and about. 

I acknowledge the Hansard staff. As has been said for a few hundred years, they make what we say sound good. 
I am sure in every Christmas speech for the past 400 years in the House of Commons the Hansard staff have 
been acknowledged for their excellent work. Mr Speaker, you and I saw up close how well they can convert the 
most incomprehensible of language and make it sound like Shakespeare at the end of it. We saw it up close, so I 
acknowledge Belinda Corey and all the Hansard staff as well. 

The gardeners and outside staff are terrific people who work in hot and difficult conditions. 

The kitchen staff and dining room staff do a wonderful job. They are great, friendly people. I acknowledge in 
that regard Preston, and I also acknowledge Deb and Lee from the bar, as well as Anthony. 

I always have to acknowledge Joe down at the gym. As the member for Ocean Reef and the member for 
Cockburn know, Joe is good value. He has done an excellent job this year. The member for Kingsley will know 
that Joe in the gym has done an excellent job. We have that flat-screen TV down there and that new piece of gym 
equipment that I saw the member for Ocean Reef exerting himself on today. 

I acknowledge as well Vince La-Galia. I hope, like the Leader of the House hopes, that he does not retire, but 
one of these days he is going to have to head off. He is a character of the place and he also does an excellent job 
around the building. 

To all the other staff too many to name, I thank them all for all of their work. 

Mr Speaker, you have done a good job with equanimity. You must be the most tried and tested person in 
Western Australia in my view. But, fortunately, it is over now for a couple of months and you can get to a sense 
of normality and undertake the counselling, no doubt, that is necessary to get past the last few months of sitting! 

I thank the Deputy Speaker and all the Acting Speakers. I thank the Whips—yes, they are on the job again, as we 
can see, working hard! They get all those extra allowances to do the hard work that they do in this chamber, and 
so I would like to thank the Whips for the important work they have done. They have worked overtime tonight. 
As I understand it, we have roughly somewhere between 20 and 30 members paired this evening. So, they have 
worked overtime earning their money here tonight. 

I congratulate the Premier once again on leading the state. I thank very much the Leader of the House once again 
for managing the business of the Parliament. To the Leader of the Opposition, who performs, as all the 
commentary says about any Leader of the Opposition, the hardest job in politics, I congratulate the Leader of the 
Opposition on the job he has done. I also congratulate the Leader of the National Party, who performs a difficult 
task, all the Independent members of the Parliament and the members of the government. 

I particularly acknowledge my caucus colleagues. It is not easy being in opposition. We have been in opposition 
now for two years. It is not easy being in government either, but it is actually harder being in opposition. I thank 
all of my caucus colleagues for all of their work throughout the year—a lot of work goes on in being a member 
of Parliament—and I acknowledge all the members of caucus who have done such a good job in their electorates 
and in Parliament throughout the year. 

In particular I acknowledge the Leader of the Opposition’s staff and the state Parliamentary Labor Party’s staff. I 
thank them very much for all the work they do. They are under huge pressure and huge demands. As we all 
know, in opposition there are so few staff and so many demands on them, and again they need a great deal of 
patience as well to do all the tasks that are asked of them throughout that period. 

We have a great democracy, Mr Speaker. We should be proud of our democracy. This chamber is the beating 
heart of Western Australian democracy and it is a place that all Western Australians should feel they have some 
ownership and some pride in. So, to all of us who perform this role, I think we have done it well for the last year.  

In closing, I thank my wife, Sarah, and my children, Samuel, Alexander and Amelia, for all of their forbearance 
throughout the year. Being manager of opposition business means I spend a lot of late nights and early mornings 
working on the strategy and tactics for Parliament and it means a lot of time away, so I thank my family as well. 
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DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [8.14 pm]: I wanted to thank the Leader of the House for all the thanks 
that he gave to government members; you, Mr Speaker; opposition members; all the staff who work both in this 
chamber and outside this chamber; and also to the manager of opposition business for the thanks that he gave. 
With all the thanks that were given, I may have missed it, but I believe that the committee staff may have been 
missed.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: No. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: In that case, I wanted to ensure that the committee staff were given thanks. When the 
manager of opposition business gave thanks to people who had come and gone through the year, I did not hear 
him mention the former member for Fremantle, who played a very important part in the Tobacco Products 
Control Amendment Bill. I wanted to acknowledge his role. I also wanted to acknowledge the new member for 
Fremantle. I wanted to add my best wishes.  

The manager of opposition business thanked his family but at this time we should really be thanking all our 
families because it is the support that we get from all our families throughout the year that really helps us with 
the work that we are able to do in Parliament.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [8.16 pm]: I would like to join the Leader of the 
House, the manager of opposition business and the member for Alfred Cove in thanking all those people who 
have helped make this house work successfully in 2010. The Leader of the House and the member for 
Rockingham were extremely efficient and comprehensive in thanking the huge number of people who contribute 
to the working of this house. One person that the member for Rockingham could not thank was himself. As the 
leader of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I want to thank the member for Rockingham for his work as the 
manager of opposition business. It is a demanding role. Members of our caucus know that he is extremely 
competent in performing that role as our floor leader. I thank the member for Rockingham for his contribution.  

Without going through the comprehensive thanks of both the Leader of the House and the member for 
Rockingham, there are a few people that I want to mention. A low point for the state Parliamentary Labor Party 
during the year was the loss of Hon Jock Ferguson. We miss his solidarity and his commitment. We particularly 
miss his humour, which was something that graced all our meetings and gatherings. 

For other reasons we also miss the character of the former member for Armadale, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
who made a magnificent contribution to this house and to the state of Western Australia. Speaking as a Labor 
person, she also made a magnificent contribution to the work of the Labor Party.  

We were fortunate to hear from two new members of Parliament for the first time. The member for Willagee 
made his inaugural speech in February this year. He was elected with a very strong primary vote and a 2.1 per 
cent swing to the Labor Party. We also heard from the new member for Armadale, who gave his first speech on 
12 October 2010. He was also elected with a two per cent swing to our party. In the upper house we welcomed 
Hon Linda Savage, MLC, who gave her first speech on 30 March 2010. 

I have already thanked the member for Rockingham as the manager of opposition business, but on our side I 
would like to thank also my deputy leader, the member for Kwinana, who has done everything that I would have 
wanted a good deputy leader to have done. I thank him very much for his contribution.  

I thank also the opposition Whip, the member for Mandurah, for his extremely confident and energetic 
performance of his role, and for his great contributions to the morale of people on this side in so many different 
ways. Members of the government, of course—except for the president of the National Party who sits 
occasionally in our caucus room!—would not know of the way in which the member for Mandurah contributes 
to the good humour in our caucus meetings, but his role in that regard is very much appreciated.  

I would like to thank the president of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, the member for Nollamara; the 
secretary of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, the member for Joondalup; the executive officer, Linda 
Goncalves; and the administrative assistant, Marinomoana Ward. I thank also my staff, or the opposition staff in 
effect. My chief of staff, Mr Michael Megaw, has been an extremely effective leader of a dedicated, energetic, 
committed and passionately Labor staff who have worked very hard to assist all of us in performing our roles. 

There are so many people who have contributed to our work, and I join with the Leader of the House and the 
manager of opposition business in thanking them all, but I want to conclude by thanking the members of the 
state Parliamentary Labor Party, who have performed the sometimes onerous tasks of opposition—the important 
role of opposition—with gusto, with vigour, with imagination, and with passion. I am proud of them all.  

I also thank you, Mr Speaker, for the way in which you have chaired the house during our meetings this year.  
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Merry Christmas to everyone, and I hope everyone has a peaceful and good time with their families over the 
summer break. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, I rise to present a small report, as is my wont. In this 
humble gathering, in this theatre where our finest performances often occur, it is sometimes to my regret that the 
only opportunity I really get to speak to you is to call you formally to order, or, alternatively, to present a 
message from the Legislative Council. I do remember the days when I was on that side of the house, if you like, 
where I could make comments to a very similar gathering it seems—perhaps even fewer people. I was sorely 
tempted, when I rose to my feet tonight, to call the state of the house and bring it to your attention that we, 
perhaps, do not have a quorum, but I will overlook that just for the time being! 

I know acknowledgments have been made of many people in this establishment, but I do have the rare privilege 
in this place of getting to know a lot of the people who work here perhaps better than some of the members, 
though certainly not as well as some people in this place who have been here for a considerably longer time than 
I have been. Certainly, the work ethic and attitude that people bring to this place is quite amazing. Peter 
McHugh, the Clerk; John Mandy, the Deputy Clerk; Kirsten Robinson, the Clerk Assistant; and Liz Kerr, the 
Clerk Assistant, are all marvellous people. I know that anyone who comes to the table and seeks advice is 
presented with absolutely first-class information, and I include myself in that! 

Dr J.M. Woollard: Hear, hear! 

The SPEAKER: Some of you may be of the belief that I know the standing orders off by heart; I am still 
working on it, as I am working on Clancy of the Overflow. When I finish Clancy of the Overflow and can repeat 
it aloud, I think I might then be able to also achieve repeating aloud the standing orders. The advice provided by 
the Clerks at the table is magnificent—thank you to you. 

I started this year with Dr Julia Lawrinson as the Sergeant-at-Arms, and Julia, like the people I have already 
mentioned, was a marvellous assistant to me in many different ways. She has moved on to another place, but I 
would like to acknowledge Julia’s work. I thank Isla Macphail, who took over—Isla, thank you very much for 
your assistance, your intelligence and your conversation, which certainly, in my role, is of great assistance. 
Thank you very much, Isla. Anne Day is the executive assistant to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. I have 
quite a bit to do with Anne as well. She works tirelessly in her office, always with good humour, and always 
producing excellent results. Anne, thank you very much. Louise Kierath has now been my executive assistant for 
tzwo years. I could ask for no more from Louise. I said this last year, and I do remember the words, but she is 
absolutely faithful to me, and literally follows my commands to her—I am not a person who demands a lot, but 
she is just so willing to assist in every way. Louise, thank you very much. 

I now want to talk about the parliamentary officers—John Pollard, who is in here, Hayley Brown, Denis 
Hippolyte and Daniel Govus. We will not talk about the results of Daniel’s favourite football team. We thank 
these people who work in this place. I think also, from a member’s point of view, that quite often we struggle to 
understand how the Assembly office works. I acknowledge them in particular. To John, who returned to this 
place and in fact took over the running of the Assembly office from Megan Inglis, it is great to have you back. 
The work that the Assembly office does is fantastic. I do acknowledge that the member of Rockingham and 
leader of opposition business referred to the motor vehicle accident that Alice Murphy had yesterday. It is great 
to have Alice back. Certainly, member for Rockingham, people like Alice Murphy are what makes this place, 
because although she was involved in an accident yesterday, she wanted to be here; she wanted to be at work. 
That is a testament to the quality of our staff. Vanessa Beckingham is not with us this evening, and neither is 
Rod Savill, but those people who work on the floor of this chamber, and also in the office, my thanks to you. 

I know I am being a bit repetitive, but I think it is important, because these people are rare and precious—Jane 
Gray headed up our Parliamentary Education Office. Jane left earlier this year. Along with several people in this 
place, Jane led a very innovative program, an outreach program that the Parliament provides to many of our 
remote Indigenous communities, so it is quite literally taking democracy to places that otherwise it would not 
visit. I would like to take my virtual hat off, if you like, to Jane. The work that she did and pioneered has been 
followed up by James Sollis, who now heads up that particular unit, ably assisted by Michelle Ronchi, Sarah 
Smith, Michael Loney and Cherie Toovey.   

The member for Alfred Cove referred to the committee system. I think all of us who have had the opportunity to 
serve on committees in this place recognise the ability and the capacity of the people who work with us, and, if I 
might put it in another way, who work for us in that respect. So I would like to acknowledge Brian Gordon, 
Jovita Hogan, Loraine Abernethie, Timothy Hughes, Peter Kolf, Kristy Bryden, Lucy Roberts, David Worth, 
Dawn Dickinson, Scott Nalder, Michael Burton, Renee Gould and Matthew Bates. Members, sometimes you 
know it is not easy in committee work, nor are the things that you are asking for—the demands, the schedules 
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and all those sorts of things. I would like to acknowledge the work that all the staff members do in the committee 
system. 

I do not think we have mentioned tonight two very important people in this place with respect to how we are 
represented historically. We have a Parliamentary History Advisory Committee, and Professor David Black and 
Dr Harry Phillips are the core of that group. Their work—I might have mentioned this in this place before—in 
representing what the Parliament of Western Australia has done over its history is unparalleled in Australia. 
They are certainly at the forefront of parliamentary history, and I am proud to have them in this place, and I 
would like to acknowledge them. 

We have talked about Parliamentary Services, and Russell Bremner and his team. I would also like to 
acknowledge the work of Graham McDonald, who heads up the building services part of Parliamentary Services. 
Graham has been involved, as some people in this place might know, in developing a project around the 
redevelopment of the parliamentary precinct, which also incorporates some work over the road in and around 
Dumas House, to enable a reconnection with the City of Perth. Graham’s work has been quite considerable. 
Luckily he is a “dour Scot”, so, for the majority of the time one quite does not know what Graham is thinking, 
but I am greatly reassured by his ability with that particular project. I know the Leader of the House mentioned 
Peter Pascoe, who happens to be a very longstanding friend of mine. I know Peter has some very tough issues 
that he is confronting at the moment. I wish Peter and his wife all the best. I certainly hope and look forward 
greatly to seeing Peter back in this place and in full health next year.  

To all of our telephonists, our gardeners and the people who keep our grounds so immaculate, thanks to them as 
well. We have acknowledged catering services. I know that whenever Enno Schijf is asked if something can be 
done, from my perspective or from another member’s perspective, he is always more than willing to engage in 
conversation and will try to make it happen for us. For those of us who use the service of the dining room—I 
receive special attention, as I mentioned previously, from Vince La-Galia—they are truly remarkable people. 
There is not a better restaurant in town. There is no better service in town. Thank you to all those people. One of 
the reasons there is nothing better is the quality of people who are the chefs there—the George Webbs and the 
Mark Bores of this world—and their very able and capable staff.  

I keep thinking that I am causing problems for the Legislative Assembly because whenever a committee comes 
to see me, they inevitably come to see me because they want to spend money to travel somewhere exotic like 
Canberra or Adelaide or Ballarat. I think to myself, “That’s a very expensive trip to go to Ballarat.” But, yes, I 
sign off on it. The reason I express some concern about spending too much money is that I know that Dawn 
Timmerman, who heads up the financial side of our operations, is a fantastic operator. She is a great worker in 
the world of finance and always keeps me up to date, so it is with total assurance that I know I can endorse that 
trip to the upper reaches of the Murray River. I would like to acknowledge Dawn and her team as well.  

I thank the folk at human resources—Rob Hunter, Tina Hunter and Greg Jackson. A very vexatious topic 
amongst many members at the moment—I am consistently reminded of it—is the issue of laptops; the yea or 
nay. Having said that, I acknowledge the tremendous work that John Buchanan and his team do in this place. I 
have it reported to me by people in this place that when they have been to other places—I am trying to be very 
subtle and diplomatic—the work and the negotiation on getting something repaired, fixed or seen to is not 
anywhere near as quick or anywhere near done with the same sort of quality, efficiency or friendliness that IT 
provide here. John Buchanan and this team, thank you very much. 

I also thank our magnificent librarians headed up by Judy Ballantyne. I urge everybody, in the age of the iPad, to 
occasionally go up to the library. Members might discover things there that are truly marvellous and out of this 
world. The resources are very accessible and they rarely break down.  

I think it may have been the leader of opposition business who mentioned reporting services, though I am quite 
happy to stand corrected, and the good people from Hansard. We have two of that magnificent team working 
tirelessly at the moment in the house. About 30 people work in reporting services. One of those people, Keith 
Jackman, will retire tomorrow, after 16 years. They do a marvellous job. If the leader of opposition business 
thinks that my job requires some counselling at some point, the work that the people in Hansard do in trying to 
interpret all of us is quite amazing. If we spoke another language, and sometimes I think I do when I get to my 
feet, I am sure that Hansard would deliver it in perfect, grammatical English. Thank you to Belinda Corey and 
her team. 

Neill Dorset stepped in as Security Manager when Ken Craig retired earlier in the year. Neill has been acting in 
this role. Occasionally, I see him patrolling the boundary like someone at long-on. I cannot see Neill tonight, but 
I thank him and his staff, Ron Zink, Lance Rosich, Chas Capewell, Basil Georgiou and Andrew Harland. They 
are the people who meet and greet us when we come into this place regularly. 
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There is someone in the media gallery. I very rarely get the opportunity to know who might be there. I do 
occasionally see a pen or pencil drop. Like many people in this place, I have had the opportunity to acknowledge 
the work of Peter Kennedy, whom I have worked with in another role outside of this place, and I now work with 
him in a very different role. Earlier tonight, at the function in the courtyard, we certainly acknowledged Peter’s 
work in another way. I know that all of us wish Peter the best. His work in reporting on what we do has set the 
standard. I acknowledge and thank Peter for that and wish him well in his retirement, as I did with Robert 
Taylor, who retired earlier this year. 

I thank my Deputy Speaker—the member for Johannesburg is not here; otherwise, I would have greeted him in 
my usual conciliatory fashion—the member for Mount Lawley. My team of Acting Speakers, the members for 
Albany, Joondalup, Jandakot, Maylands and Scarborough, have been brilliant when they have stepped into this 
role. It is not an easy role on many occasions. It is not something that there is any training for. It is learning on 
the job quite often. Although we can have the best of advice, it is being able to carry that through, and that is a 
very difficult task. I would just like to acknowledge the Acting Speakers who work in this place. I do thank them 
very sincerely. 

My final piece this evening is wishing all members of Parliament and their families a very merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. When people ask, “What’s it like?”, I always say, “We’re very privileged to work in the 
Parliament of Western Australia.” We are very, very lucky people. We are blessed to be endorsed by the parties 
that nominate us for election. We are further blessed to be elected and supported by electorates that want us in 
this place. To be able to be in here and serve is absolutely magnificent. I constantly remind myself of that 
because this is a tremendous environment. There is nothing else that I know that can be quite like this. 

Having said that, I would like to acknowledge several people in the chamber at the moment, because they have 
made the top 10. I am not going to allude to what the top 10 might be, Leader of the House, but I thank you for 
your assistance in providing me with some information. I acknowledge those members in here who have made 
the top 10, including the member for Warnbro and the member for Girrawheen, but I am not going to give away 
where they might be in the list. The Tiger Woods of this world would only see them as people they could 
possibly surpass. The member for Victoria Park has perhaps been tempted by the offer that he was given the 
other day and has moved slightly to the other side of the house. I also acknowledge his work in being in the top 
10. It disappoints me greatly to have to say that the Leader of the Opposition and the leader of opposition 
business did not even make the cut. More work is needed on the practice fairways, I am sure. 

I thank members very much for their indulgence and their generosity in this place. Outside of this place I enjoy a 
very personable relationship with all members. No-one in this place, when they speak to me about anything, 
wears a political heart on their sleeve, and I certainly appreciate that. It is always a person-to-person relationship. 
I thank members once again for this year. Merry Christmas and happy New Year. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 8.40 pm 
__________ 

 
 


